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2021Monthly Meetings at Melton Library in McKenzie Street.
10th June

Cancelled

8th July

Bill Griffith

12th August

Malcolm Peacock

9th September

Ian Arnold

14th October

Terry Fogarty.
All dates and times are subject to change

Update: Regular work:
Our regular Wednesday morning sessions have been fairly quiet. We have had only a handful of people
requesting assistance from volunteers. Some weeks were busier than others.
An e-mail from the Victorian Consumer Affairs has been received to the effect we are now working on
Associations’ Incorporation Reform Regulations 2012
New computers have been installed throughout Melton Library. We have now four computers instead of the
original six in the family history area. This is to ensure a distance of one and a half metres is kept between
users. None of the new computers has a CD drive installed. Library staff have purchased a portable CD drive,
allowing us access to our collection of CDs.
A sausage sizzle has provisionally been booked with Bunnings for Sunday the 17th of October this year. We
need as many volunteers as possible for this date.
John Naidu was our guest speaker for our April meeting. John gave an informative talk on his time in the
Australian Army, as well as his role in the Woodlea Walk of Remembrance. A number of questions were put
to John after his talk. All the answers were highly interesting.
Members at the meeting were invited by John to attend the official opening ceremony of the eternal flame at
Woodlea Town Centre. The ceremony was well attended by ex- service men and women.

Eternal Flame.

John Naidu and colleague

The Eternal
Flame after
wreaths had
been laid.

A special presentation of ‘Finding Family- the story of Bev and Kev was held in the Melton Library on the 24th
of May. Introductions were made by our own Janeen O’Connell and Melton Library management. A short film
with the highlights of Bev’s endeavor to locate her long lost brother Kev was shown. Deb Slattery went
beyond the call of duty in locating Kev.
Part of the presentation involved the comedienne Cal Wilson, who is an ambassador for Libraries Change
Lives. Cal gave us all many laughs with her stand-up comedy routine. Cal completed her routine with a brilliant
poem about the search for Kev, and the involvement of the Melton Library and Deb Slattery.

Cal Wilson

Janeen O’Connell

Bev ,Kev and Pauline

Janeen O’Connell, Deb Slattery and Ian Bowey have been busy designing a new
banner. As well as not being in the best of condition, the old banner was showing a
lot of out-of-date information. The new banner was purchased from Vistaprint.

The above article of Dry Stone Walls is by courtesy of Judith Bilszta .

Excerpts from Trove

This is the fifth and final in a series of articles about framing reprinted from the Bacchus Marsh Express,
transposed from the Australasian.
Owners of properties described:
Mr. M. I. Browne
References to:
Mr. G. Taylor (Tas.), Mr. C. Dowling - sheep breeders
Mr. Dawbin, Mr. M’Dougall, Messrs. Cobb & Co. - cattle breeders
“Farming In The Melton District”, The Bacchus Marsh Express, 3 January 1877, p. 4, @

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88350285.
FARMING IN THE MELTON DISTRICT.
[From the Australasian Travelling Reporter.]

THE Green Hills Estate, belonging to Mr. M. I. Browne, is one of the most extensive properties in the district,
its boundaries including about 10,000 acres, the greater bulk of the land being open plains. The homestead is
situated about six miles from the town of Melton, being the same distance from the Diggers’ Rest railway,
station, the estate extending in a westerly direction to within seven miles of Bacchus Marsh. It has been
occupied by the present owner for about seven years, the whole of the land being devoted to grazing
purposes. Both cattle and sheep are kept on the station, and a considerable amount of attention is being paid
to the breeding of both classes of stock. There are about 8,000 sheep, mostly merinos, which are found to
answer better than the long-woolled [sic] classes on this property. A trial was made with Lincolns some few
years back, and there are now a few animals of that class remaining, but it is intended for the future to breed
nothing but pure merinos. At the last stud sheep sales in Melbourne some superior ewes were purchased,
which were bred by Mr. G. Taylor, of Tasmania, and also several first-class rams – one, from the flock of Mr. C.
Dowling, costing 50 guineas. Some of these sheep are of a superior class, and several prizes were taken by
them in Melbourne. The cattle number about 300 head, a mixed herd, but Mr. Browne intends to work into a
pure shorthorn strain, and has for several years been using well-bred bulls of that breed. A commencement
was made with a bull bred by Mr. Dawbin, which has left some very good stock behind him. The one at
present with the herd is a well-bred animal called Kildonan, which was purchased from Mr. M’Dougall, of
Keilor. A number of superior cows were also obtained about three years ago from the herd of Messrs. Cobb &
Co., and their progeny are mostly of a high class. The estate is subdivided into several conveniently-sized
paddocks, and it is Mr. Browne’s intention to improve the pasture by sowing the whole of the land down with
English grasses during the next year or two. About 15 acres are generally under cultivation with hay and green
crops for home use, the remainder of the land being under pasture. The homestead is a very comfortable one,
and conveniently arranged, the various out-buildings being of a substantial description. Attached to the
residence is a nice garden, containing about an acre and a half, which is well stocked with a good variety of
fruit trees.
The above article is by courtesy of Robyn Hunter. Many thanks to Robyn for her excellent series of early farming in the
Melton district.

