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2021Monthly Meetings at Melton Library in McKenzie Street.
8th April

John Naidu on the Woodlea Walk of Honour.

13th May

Ian Arnold.

10th June

Terry Fogerty on the Melton Aerodrome

8th July

Bill Griffith

12th August

Malcolm Peacock
All dates and times are subject to change

Update: Regular work:
Our regular Wednesday morning sessions have been fairly quiet. We have had only a small amount of people
requesting assistance from volunteers. However, one recent Wednesday morning found that we were all
quite busy with requests.
A decision was made by members attending the February meeting to dispense with the Melton South Post
Office box. This was costing the equivalent of six members’ fees each year for very little return. Members
agreed to use the postal address of the secretary for any postal correspondence. The Treasurer and Secretary
have been busy contacting various organisations notifying them of this change.
An Extraordinary General Meeting was held at 6:15pm on the 11 th of March directly before our normal March
meeting. Members were invited to comment on and vote to update our old 1994 Model Rules in favour of the
Associations’ Incorporation Reform Regulations 2012 from the Victorian Consumer Affairs. All members
present voted in favour of updating to the 2012 Model Rules. An application has been lodged with the
Victorian Consumer Affairs.
The old Rockbank Sheep Station, (renamed as Deanside by the descendants of ‘Big’ W. J. T. Clarke), is
important to the history of the people who preceded and then produced Melton and the shire. What has
developed out of the MFHG’s involvement in the library’s digitisation project is an extensive photographic and
documentary record of the area. While the photographs are a good start, it is only useful when the
experiences of the people who populated the area can be passed on to people who want to know.
So that is the objective: to find and record the experiences of the people who populated the area. Who were
there before Yuille effected their removal and what of their descendants? The Clarke records abound but
what of the families of the shepherds who made the Clarke fortunes? When the descendants of ‘Big’ Clarke
tried to establish a new feudal fiefdom by ’settling’ farmers in cottages all over the place, what happened to
them and their families? When mechanisation and the fencing off of parcels of squatter lands brought
cropping, dairying and modern industrial methods, what of the families and experiences of the farmers and
shopkeepers, church people, soldier settlers, teachers, hoteliers who took the area into the 20th Century? The
documentary record is deficient at the moment but I’m sure MFHG members can point to the right sources.
The above article is by courtesy of Nick Butler.
On Saturday the 27th of March, the long-awaited ‘Wandi’ presentation was held at the Melton Library. This
presentation was originally planned for March 2020, but circumstances decided otherwise. A heartfelt big
thank you to the volunteers who gave up their time to ensure this presentation was a success. It goes without
saying that we all learnt something new about the endangered dingoes and their relationship with the early
Melton settlers.

Janeen beginning her presentation
with Lyn Watson.
Note the background picture,
courtesy of Melton Library’s Nicole H.

Our own Pauline Stotten with Wandi

Wandi with his manager, Kevin

Wandi meeting children at the event
Wandi’s companion Hermione

The article of dating family photos and the above two articles are by courtesy of Judith Bilszta.

House Numbering (from a magazine of the Somerset and Dorset Historical Society.)
Have you ever, when researching your family history and looking for the ancestral home,

arrived at an area where you are sure your ancestor lived, only to find the house demolished?
You probably do not realise that during the 1920s/30s houses were re-numbered, so you could
be looking at the wrong house.
The numbering of houses began in towns in England in the 18th century. Houses were
usually numbered 1, 2, 3, 4 …along one side of the road and continued along the opposite side
of the road. In the early 20th century, the numbering system was c h a n g e d to what it is
today – odd numbers on one side of the road and even numbers along the other. Where
roads had houses only on one side the numbers remained unchanged. The number of the
houses around squares has also stayed the same.
In Victorian times houses often had their numbers painted, usually in gold, on the window above the front door.
These windows were often semi-circular in shape (fan shaped) and were generally called fan lights. Occasionally
one can find a house today with the original number remaining on the fan light with the new number on the front
door.
How many family historians, I wonder, have identified what they believed to be the home of an ancestor not
knowing about the number changes? Some time ago a friend went to London to photograph his ancestor’s house
only to find it no longer existed, or so he thought, because it had been bombed in the Second World War. However,
after I told him about the renumbering, he then found the new number of his ancestor’s house. On a revisit, much
to his delight, the house had survived the bombing.
To check the number changes, search through street directories or rate books, usually for the 1920s and 1930s. You
will find the name of the head occupant in each house and, at some point in time, all the house numbers against
these names will have changed. You can then identify the house number your ancestor lived in and, assuming the
occupant did not move house at this time, identify the new house number.
Why the numbering system changed, I do not know. Perhaps it was to help the postal delivery. No Act of
Parliament has been found to explain these changes.

(Article courtesy of J Judith Bilszta)

